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additional degree of coldness. True it is that the
Prince of Orange had not, at that time, experienced the
strength of his opponents; but this Prince is so pas-
sionate, and his mind is so perverse, 'that the Princess
herself is obliged to take the utmost precautions when
she has anything to communicate.

I promised Baron Reede to act entirely as he wished;
yet have not thought it the less my duty to relate the
whole affair, well convinced that people only of very
narrow minds pique themselves on their policy; that M
de Calonne will think proper to know nothing of all this,
except just as much as he ought to know; that in any
case he will seem only to regard this overture as the
simple attempt of two zealous men, who communicated
a project which they supposed was most probable of
success. In reality, though it may be the most pressing
interest of the Stadtholder to obtain peace, how can our
alliance with Holland be more effectually strengthened
than by th$ concurrence of the Stadtholder? And with
respect to the individual interests of M. de Calonne,
should we happen to lose M. de Vergennes, through age
or ill health, who is there capable of disputing the place
with him, who shall have promoted the commercial treaty
between France and England, and have accomplished the
pacification of Holland? Enough at present concerning
the business in which I am engaged. Let us return to
Prussia.

January 6th.

Lieutenant-Colonel Goltz has long been on cold terms,
and even has quarreled, with Bishopswerder, They had
once been reconciled by the King, who felt that the
first, being more firm of character, and more enterprising,
had great advantages in the execution of affairs over the
other, who was more the courtier, and more the humble
servant of circumstances. To avoid domestic scandal, he
has appointed M. von Hanstein, who possesses dignity,
or rather haughtiness, and M. von Pritwitz, a man of
mediocrity, and a victim to the caprices of the late
King, to be general aids-de-camp. Thus Bishopswerder,
after he has done everything in his power to remove alln
